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Dear Friends In Christ,  

Isnõt it amazing?  As of this past Sunday (Nov. 

15 th) we are only two weeks away from the Ad-

vent Season ð the four-week season of prepara-

tion before Christmas.  We are only 5½ weeks 

away from Christmas. 

I recently read a Christmas message 

about Christmas carols.  We all 

have our favorite Christmas 

carols ð Silent Night may be 

the most popular.  It is a 

truly moving experience to 

sing Silent Night by candle-

light at our Christmas Eve worship service.   

There are many other Christmas carols that we 

love to sing.  One of them is relatively new, writ-

ten only 47 years ago (thatõs new in terms of 

Christmas carols).  The carol begins this way: 

ñSaid the night wind to the little lamb,  

óDo you see what I see? 

Way up in the sky, little lamb,  

Do you see what I see? 

A star, a star, dancing in the night  

With a tail as big as a kite,  

With a tail as big as a kite.ô" 

As we approach Christmas perhaps it would be 

good to ask, òWhen you look at the Christmas 

celebration, what do you see?ó  Do you see hec-

tic shopping and massive gifts and great feasts 

of ham and turkey?  Or do you see a manger and 

a virgin birth and a child? 

The final stanza of the song says this: 

ñSaid the king to the people everywhere,  

óListen to what I say! 

Pray for peace, people, everywhere,  

Listen to what I say!  

The Child, the Child sleeping in the night  

He will bring us goodness and light,  

He will bring us goodness and light.ô" 

It would be time well spent this year for us to 

òPray for peace. . . everywhere.ó  It would also be 

good for us to know that the Christ Child ð who 

grew up to be the Savior of the World ð is the 

One who brings ògoodness and lightó and who 

offers us eternal life in His Kingdom, which has 

no end. 

Sharon and I pray that this Christmas season 

may be a time of renewed faith and joy for each 

one of you.  As you look at Christmas this year, 

may you see Jesus Christ ð the Child born in 

Bethlehem ð the One who is your Savior and 

Lord.  Merry Christmas and . . .  

God Bless You, 

Pastor Kim & Sharon  

December, 2009  

 

New adult Bible study starting Wednesday evening (December 2nd) and 

Sunday at 8:45 am (December 6th).  Join us as we discuss the book ñThe 

Purpose of Christmasò.  

NNN EWEWEW   AAADULTDULTDULT    BBBIBLEIBLEIBLE    SSSTUDYTUDYTUDY       
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There is nothing we can do 

to make God love us more, 

and there is nothing we can 

do to make God love us less. 

~ Pastor Brian 

Study to shew thyself 

approved unto God, a 

workman that needeth not 

to be ashamed, rightly 

dividing the word of truth. 

~ 2 Timothy 2:15 (KJV) 

CHURCH CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 

Sunday, December 20, 2009, 6:00 PM 

This year, we will be presenting a Christ-

mas program with the Sanctuary Choir, 

some congregational singing, and a musical 

play entitled òAway from 

the Mangeró.  The musical 

has a cast which includes 

children of all ages and 

adults.  The Redeemer 

Praise Band will be accompanying the mu-

sic. 

Weõre all familiar with the group of people 

and animals that visited the stable in Bethle-

hem.  This musical is a humorous introduc-

tion to some folk who didnõt go.  Through 

lively songs and dialog, weõre introduced to a 

group of Shepherds who didnõt go because it 

wasnõt in their contract, to a group of Wise 

Men who were busy attending a conference on 

òCelestial Signs and Wondersó, to some Stars 

who were too shy to shine, to the Innkeeperõs 

Wife who was too busy with 

holiday preparations, and to 

her Barn Animals who didnõt 

think they were good enough to 

visit the Christ Child. 

They all had their reasons for staying away.  

The audience is challenged to examine its 

reasons for staying òAway from the Man-

geró.  The program will include a brief 

message from Pastor Tim chal-

lenging us to not stay away.  

Program  

of what Brian, our Associate Pastor, is about 

to experience.  Brian has been accepted 

into the Doctor of Ministry program at Fuller 

Seminary ð an honor in and of itself.  But 

that will mean a substantial increased de-

mand on his time.  In the months ahead 

there will be some changes in his life-style 

(trust me, Iõve been there).  I know that it will 

seem like he doesnõt have any time 

to himself and his family may won-

der, from time to time, where he is. 

As his church family, we will need to be sup-

portive of his efforts and we will need to 

keep him in our prayers.  We will also need 

to expect some major changes in his rela-

tionship to this church.   

It is truly an honor for Brian to be involved in 

this Doctoral program, but it is also a tre-

mendous increase in his work load.  Letõs all 

support him with our prayers and words of 

encouragement. 

  Pastor Kim  

How In The World? 
In 1988, I completed a Doctor of Ministry 

program that began in 1982.  It took six 

years for me to finish this academic pro-

gram at Fuller Theological Seminary in 

Pasadena, California.  The program in-

volved two trips to Atlanta and three trips 

to Pasadena for two-week classes, a òboat 

loadó of reading, and what seemed like 

countless integrative papers written 

about what I learned in class.  All of 

this was concluded with a 

165 page dissertation on 

òSpiritual Renewal:  The 

Foundation For A Gift-Based Ministry To 

Continue And Enhance Growth In The . . . 

Church.ó 

It seemed like this Doctoral Program re-

quired most of my life during these six 

years.  I had to literally òhideó one or two 

days a week so that I could read and write 

without interruption. 

I say all of this to give you a small picture 

Good will come to him who is generousÔ  ~ Psalms 112:5 (NIV) 



and finish with Malachi and Revelation on 

December 31st.  Typically, the reading each 

day is two chapters of the Old Testament, a 

half or one chapter of the New Testament, a 

half or one chapter of Psalms*, and two 

verses of Proverbs. 

God wants you to know more 

about Him, His character, His 

ways, and His incredible story 

of redemption. He wants to 

transform you more into the 

likeness of His Son on a daily 

basis. 

One of the best ways that God 

can do all of this is by reading 

and studying God's very 

Word, the Bible, on your path 

To Know the SonéTo Follow 

the SonéTo Share the Son. 

* The reading plan includes reading Psalms 

though twice. After six months you may 

choose to not include the second reading of 

Psalms and shorten your daily reading time. 

I F GOD  WROTE YOU  A LETTER. . . 
. . .would you read i t? 
Well, in fact, He has.  Actually, He has writ-

ten you 66 letters, and theyõre all in one 

convenient book. 

The Elders are sponsoring a church wide 

mission for members and 

attenders to read Godõs 

word in 2010. The leader-

ship is making the commit-

ment to participate, believ-

ing in the power of the Word 

to transform lives as well as 

the church as a whole. In 

December, a booklet will be 

made available that will pro-

vide scripture readings for 

each day of the year. You can 

see and print the booklet now 

at www.redeemer-church.org/

oneyearbible.pdf. Each day contains scrip-

ture from the Old Testament, the New 

Testament, Psalms and Proverbs. Start 

with Genesis and Matthew on January 1st 

 

Knowing both the Old and New Testaments 

[Jesus] said to them, "Therefore every teacher of the law who has been in-

structed about the kingdom of heaven is like the owner of a house who brings 

out of his storeroom new treasures as well as old."   ~ Matthew 13:52 (NIV)  

Anyone who understands God's real purpose in the law as revealed in the Old 

Testament has a real treasure. The Old Testament points the way to Jesus, 

the Messiah.  Jesus always upheld its authority and relevance. But there is a 

double benefit to those who understand Jesus' teaching about the kingdom of 

heaven.  This was a new treasure that Jesus was revealing.  Both the old and 

new teaching give practical guidelines for faith and for living in the world.  

~ Life Application Bible Notes for Matthew 13:52  

The Happening -  December 2009 Page 3 

I rejoice in your word 

like one who finds a great 

treasure. 

~ Psalms 119:162 (NLT) 

The word of God is full of 

living power. 

~ Hebrews 4:12 (NLT) 

http://www.redeemer-church.org/oneyearbible.pdf
http://www.redeemer-church.org/oneyearbible.pdf
http://www.redeemer-church.org/oneyearbible.pdf


QUESTION: 

 "Where then does wisdom 

come from? Where does 

understanding dwell? 

~ Job 28:20 (NIV) 

ANSWER: 

ñéThe fear of the Lord--

that is wisdom, and to shun 

evil is understanding.ò 

~ Job 28:28 (NIV) 
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CHOSEN 
We are serving dinner at CHOSEN on Sun-

days. Currently, we are serving approxi-

mately 40 homeless. 

This is such a rewarding outreach and it is 

not difficult for anyone to participate in. 

Please volunteer to be in charge of a meal 

and get your friends and/or neighbors to 

help out or sign up to prepare one or two 

dishes and help serve. Redeemer will reim-

burse you for the food; we just need your 

time. 

For complete information and meal ideas, 

grab a brochure on the table by the front 

door or contact Carolyn Keenan. 

Unfailing love and faithfulness cover sin. ~ Proverbs 16:6 (NLT) 

They were amazed and 

realized what being with 

Jesus had done for them! 

~ Acts 4:13 (TLB) 

Katie Greene of Weddington, North 

Carolina, has a heart of love. At 

age 6, she thought about 

what sort of Christmas the 

patients in the Childrenõs 

Hospital would have. It 

occurred to Katie that, with 

help, she could provide a 

toy for each child. In 2006, 

she collected $167 toward 

her efforts, calling it òthe best 

time of my life.ó  

The next year, she began a Web site called 

Katieõs Kidz, and donations totaled $2,600. 

Katie and her parents shopped for 

art supplies, board games, playing 

cards, gift cards and even iPod 

Shuffles. On Christmas Day, they 

took 600 toys to the hospital.  

Katie put on a Santa hat and 

helped hospital workers deliver 

toys in red wagons. òNext year, 

weõre going to do two hospitals,ó Katie 

said.  

K ATIE 'S K IDZ  

12/13  3:00 pm ~ Ohio Valley 

British Brass Band Concert 

12/13  5:30 pm ~ Family Car-

oling 

12/20  6:00 pm ~ Christmas 

Program òAway From the Mangeró 

12/24  8:00 pm ~ Christmas Eve Service 

12/25  Christmas 

12/31  Youth Lock-in 

SPECIAL EVENTS IN THE COMING MONTHS 

Jan 17 4:30 pm ~ YFMT Skating Party 

CHOSEN SERVERS 

Dec 5 Kimble family 

Dec 20 Katterheinrich family 

WHATõS H APPENING I N  D ECEMBER 
FAMILY MOVIE NIGHT  

Come and bring your friends 

to enjoy òIõll Be Home for 

Christmasó at our next Family 

Movie Night on Saturday 

night, December 5th. Drinks 

and popcorn are provided. 

SPECIAL DECEMBER DATES 

12/01  6:00 pm ~ Confetti Club Christ-

mas Dinner 

12/03  6:30 pm ~ Breakfast Club 

Christmas Party 

12/08  6:30 pm ~ ARC Christmas party 

12/10  Noon ~ Senior Christmas Lunch 

12/13  Receive new members 



Some have been so eager to 

have [money] that they 

have wandered away from 

the faith and have broken 

their hearts with many 

sorrows. 

~ 1 Timothy 6:10 (TEV) 

The breakfast club is pleased to 

recognize individuals in our church who 

work to improve the quality of our 

building, our worship experience, and 

our Christian education. Many times 

these people work in the background, 

giving quietly of themselves, and 

displaying the òfruitsó of their love for 

the Lord. All of us at Redeemer 

appreciate the time and devotion these people 

give to Redeemer. 

This month we would like to recognize and thank 

Mark & Sue Schaffner   
for all they give to the Lord and to Redeemer. 

As a special appreciation, the 

Breakfast Club will present them with 

a gift certificate to Bob Evans.  

RANDOM  ACTS OF K INDNESS 
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OUR TRIALS  CAN EQUIP US 

TO COMFORT  OTHERS 

Praise be to the God and 

Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, the Father of 

compassion and the God of 

all comfort, who comforts us 

in all our troubles, so that 

we can comfort those in any 

trouble with the comfort we 

ourselves have received from 

Godé if we are comforted, it 

is for your comfort, which 

produces in you patient 

endurance of the same 

sufferings we suffer. 

~ 2 Corinthians 1:3-4; 6 

(NIV)  

Redeemer Church has a number of members 

who are either confined to their homes or 

residing in Care Centers. Please remember 

them with a card or call. Remember, if you 

send a card please be sure to add 

òRedeemer Churchó after your name! 

Mrs. Mary Simmons 

Gladys Tobias  

Mrs. Amy Dreger 

REMEMBER OUR SHUT -I NS 

Mrs. Dorothy Dreisbach 

Elaine & Herb Lindsay 

Ruth Van Lieu 

Bursting through December nights  

That could be long and cold,  

Our Christmas lights bring warmth and joy  

With colors soft or bold.  
 

Cascading from the rooftops,  

And from trees both small and tall,  

The lights cry out, òWe have good news!ó  

We want to shout to all.  
 

òYouõve seen the darkness earth can hold,  

The sorrow, war and fear;  

But God has sent his Son for all,  

To show his Love is here.  

òThe darkness canõt put out Godõs Light.  

Christõs with us day by day,  

Illuminating paths so we  

Can follow in his way.ó  
 

Light homes and streets and candles.  

Make your world shine clear and bright.  

Godõs love surrounds and blesses us.  

Come, celebrate Godõs Light! 

 ~ Peggy Ferrell  

òAN  ODE  TO  CHRISTMAS L IGHTSó  
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Iõm proud to stand here like my fathers before me. 

My Gramps died at ôPearl on a day in December,õ 

Then he sighed, ôThat's a Christmas 

Gram always remembers.õ 
 

My dad stood his watch in the jungles of ôNamõ, 

And now it is my turn and so, here I am. 

Iõve not seen my own son in more than a while, 

But my wife sends me pictures, heõs sure got her smile. 
 

Then he bent and he carefully pulled from his bag, 

The red, white, and blue... an American flag. 

I can live through the cold and the being alone, 

Away from my family, my house and my home. 
 

I can stand at my post through the rain and the sleet, 

I can sleep in a foxhole with little to eat. 

I can carry the weight of killing another, 

Or lay down my life with my sister and brother. 
 

Who stand at the front against any and all, 

To ensure for all time that this flag will not fall. 

ôSo go back inside,õ he said, ôharbor no fright, 

Your family is waiting and Iõll be all right.õ 
 

ôBut isnõt there something I can do, at the least, 

ôGive you money,õ I asked, ôor prepare you a feast? 

It seems all too little for all that you've done, 

For being away from your wife and your son.õ 
 

Then his eye welled a tear that held no regret, 

ôJust tell us you love us, and never forget. 

To fight for our rights back at home while weõre gone, 

To stand your own watch, no matter how long. 
 

For when we come home, either standing or dead, 

To know you remember we fought and we bled. 

Is payment enough, and with that we will trust, 

That we mattered to you as you mattered to us.õ 
 

LCDR Jeff Giles, SC, USN 

30 th Naval Construction Regiment 

OIC, Logistics Cell One 

Al Taqqadum , Iraq  

The embers glowed softly, and in their dim light, 

I gazed round the room and I cherished the sight. 

My wife was asleep, her head on my chest, 

My daughter beside me, angelic in rest. 
 

Outside the snow fell, a blanket of white, 

Transforming the yard to a winter delight. 

The sparkling lights in the tree I believe, 

Completed the magic that was Christmas Eve. 
 

My eyelids were heavy, my breathing was deep, 

Secure and surrounded by love I would sleep. 

In perfect contentment, or so it would seem, 

So I slumbered, perhaps I started to dream. 
 

The sound wasn't loud, and it wasn't too near, 

But I opened my eyes when it tickled my ear. 

Perhaps just a cough, I didn't quite know, Then the 

sure sound of footsteps outside in the snow. 
 

My soul gave a tremble, I struggled to hear, 

And I crept to the door just to see who was near. 

Standing out in the cold and the dark of the night, 

A lone figure stood, his face weary and tight. 
 

A soldier, I puzzled, some twenty years old, 

Perhaps a Marine, huddled here in the cold. 

Alone in the dark, he looked up and smiled, 

Standing watch over me, and my wife and my child. 
 

ôWhat are you doing?õ I asked without fear, 

ôCome in this moment, it's freezing out here! 

Put down your pack, brush the snow from your sleeve, 

You should be at home on a cold Christmas Eve!õ 
 

For barely a moment I saw his eyes shift, 

Away from the cold and the snow blown in drifts. 

To the window that danced with a warm fire's light. 

Then he sighed and he said ôItõs really all right,õ 
 

ôIõm out here by choice. Iõm here every night. 

Itõs my duty to stand at the front of the line, 

That separates you from the darkest of times. 

No one had to ask or beg or implore me, 

A D IFFERENT CHRISTMAS POEM   
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HA R V E S T PA R T Y CA R N I V A L ( I TôS N O T J U S T F O R KIDS! )  


